dent dip of the lateral line under the middle of the second dorsal fin and from the presence of approximately 40 dark vertical and wavy bars on the trunk which sometimes break off into spots ventrally (Fig.  1a, b) .
S. commerson is among the "older" alien colonizers of the Mediterranean, firstly recorded in Palestine (HORNELL, 1935) , expanding successively its distribution along the coasts of Lebanon, Syria, Mediterranean coasts of Turkey, Egypt, Tunisia and Libya (GÜCÜ et al., 1994; BASUSTA & ERDEM, 2000; GOLANI et al., 2002; INAR et al., 2005; GALIL, 2006; BEN SOUISSI et al., 2006) ., 2006; BAKHOUM, 2007; SHAKMAN & KINZELBACH, 2007) . In the SE Aegean Sea, occurrence of S. commerson has been reported in Turkish waters along the Asia Minor coasts, at the Gökova and Güllük bays where the species was considered as a new potential catch (BUHAN et al., 1997; Gökova, Ö RETMEN et al., 2005) . According to ZAITSEV & ÖZTÜRK (2001) and BASUSTA (pers. comm.), it also occurs in the marine area of Izmir, along the Turkish coasts at the limit between the central and north Aegean Sea.
Although the above-mentioned Aegean marine areas of the Gökova and Güllük bays as well as Izmir are geographically neighbouring to the eastern Dodecanese islands, (Leros, Kalymnos, Cos, Rhodes) and Chios respectively, with obvious similar biotic and abiotic characteristics, the presence of S. commerson in Hellenic waters, and specifically along the coasts of Rhodes, is reported and ascertained here for the first time.
Taking into account the above-mentioned distribution of S. commerson along the Levantine coasts and the Anatolian coasts of the Aegean Sea and the fact that it has recently expanded its distribution along the African coasts, off Northern Tunisia, in the Central Mediterranean Sea (BEN SOUISSI et al., 2006) , the occurrence of the species in Rhodes waters, if supported by other captures (as recent observations of local fishermen leave us to suppose) should be the first indication of its expansion to the southern coastal waters of the Aegean Sea. Its spread could be facilitated by the migratory behaviour of the species and supported by factors like currents and water temperature. Moreover, a decreasing trend in its population due to over-exploitation in the adjacent Anatolian fishing grounds (OZ et al., 2007) as well as food availability could be sufficient reasons for its colonization of a new, unexplored area.
This finding increases the number of Indo-Pacific fish species listed from Greek waters to 29, the majority of which are well-established (CORSINI-FOKA & ECONOMIDIS, 2007 
